Letter to the Editor

      As President of Shepherdstown Street Fest, this title doesn’t mean that I worked the hardest; it only means that I lost the coin toss with Chris Stroech.  In September of 2010, we sat down and started knocking the idea around of organizing SSF for 2011-we had no clue the amount of work it would, and did, take to pull off our very successful event this past Saturday.  Chris and I gathered a team of volunteers, all of whom have full time jobs, and had some things we wanted to improve upon from past Street Fest events, and I have to say of our team; that working with us was not for the faint of heart.  Great job everyone!! A special thanks to the significant others for allowing us the time and effort to pull this off-you know who you are.

    Chris Stroech was a work-horse; taking care of the legal end of things, all permits, licenses, contracts, vendors, scheduling, sponsors, communication, beer – every aspect, I can’t even list it all here.  

    David Rosen, who is still speaking to us, took care of all advertising, designed our fabulous poster and handbills, and managed our Face Book ads, t-shirts and so much more.

     Jim Ford is the most patient man on the planet.  He managed our web site with us feeding him information sometimes several times a day and I’d often pull up the site 2-3 hours later and there it was! 

    Chris Crawford and Bob Keel made everyone move their feet.  They lined up the stage, Welsh Sound and the incredible bands, getting them on and off the stages on time-best line up to date!

     Dee Nichols was our tireless (now tired) organizer of our 40+ volunteers and made everything seem effortless Saturday.  

     Sarah Poland with the help of Bernadine Wright and their own volunteers kept our youngest festival-goers happy with the kid’s activities from noon to 5pm. 

     Bonn Poland created the interactive maps for the web site showing our retailers, restaurants, vendors, parking options, Pan Tran routes/stops, restrooms, Food Court, Beer Garden, Kid’s Camp, First Aid Station, ATM’s and our information booth.

     Our volunteers were helpful, on time and courteous to our visitors and helped showcase our town. Many put in more time than they originally signed up for.

    Thank you to Mayor Auxer (who poured beer most of the day), the Corporation of Shepherdstown, the Town Council and the residents for allowing us to hold this event in the middle of our small town.

   Dave Ransom, Chief of Police and his officers for blocking off the streets and finding the owners of the 4 cars left on German so they wouldn’t get towed Sat. am, and for keeping our town safe. We had no trouble from anyone that day.

     Thank you Frank Welsh, Public Works Director, Kenny Shipley and the incredible staff.  You could walk outside at 10:30pm and it didn’t look like a festival that attracted 5-6,000 people had just happened.

     Chris Hutzler, Assistant Chief Operator/IT with our town was instrumental in getting free WiFi for our vendors through Frontier’s donation and he helped with the generator and so much more, and did it with a smile on his face.

    Street Fest has to generate all of it’s funds to put on this event and depending on how much we make, we hold some back for start up costs and donate to the Shepherdstown Public Library, Hospice of the Panhandle and Shepherdstown Fire Dept. 

    Our Title Sponsor, GrabGreatDeals.com, was a great partner with many helpful suggestions and we are so grateful to Karl and Ashley.

    Platinum Sponsors – Arnold & Bailey, PLLC (you can have Chris S. back), Around The Panhandle (beautiful article), Downstream to Wellness (Chris C. and I have to work again), Morgan Academy (so generous), Ours, Lawyer, Lewis & Co., PLLC (thanks Eric!), Plum (lending David to us), Shepherd University (parking lots and McMurran lawn), Source (all recycling), The Observer (advertising), Thomas Shepherd Inn (web site), Bubba/Tailer and Ann (gotta love this..so generous).

   Gold Sponsors – Bavarian Inn (incredible hosts for our mixer & special rates), Callas Contractors (yep, the orange beer garden fence), Jefferson Distributing (so generous), The Journal (advertising), The Shepherdstown Chronicle (advertising).

   Silver Sponsors – Carlyle & Anderson, Inc (the gator), Clarion Hotel & Conference Center and the Comfort Inn (great rates for bands and visitors), Jefferson Security Bank (so generous), Brian J. Palank, D.D.S. (so generous), Platinum PR (helped get the word out), Progressive Printing (printing), Drs. Russell, Pike & Nelson, PC (so generous), Skinner Law Firm (so generous), Specialty Business Supplies, Inc., (so generous and last minute printing).

     Friends Sponsors – Art Show Reviews, Be Well World, City National Bank, Clarke Daily News, Coldwell Banker, Premier Homes, Frankie Girl-The Tail Wagging Doxie, Frontier, Greentree Realty, Handyman Connection, Hypnocoffee Roastery, Kids in Action, Leather Honey, LLC, Ben Mann/electrician, Martin’s Distributing Co., Inc., Michael T. the Magician, Dee Nichols, Pill & Pill, PLLC, Bonn Poland, IV., Buzz and Lisa Poland, Sissy Poland, Potomac Portable Restrooms, Pretty in the Panhandle, Reid’s Distributor, Sharpsburg Pharmacy, Shepherdstown Liquor & More, Shepherdstown Men’s Club, Shepherdstown Middle School, Ken & Sandy Stroech, Tony’s Pizza and Stonewalls’ Pub, Video Den and Bernadine Wright.

    Thanks to The Men’s Club, Shepherdstown Public Library and the Shepherdstown Museum for lending us tables and chairs and allowing us to use their electricity.  

   Our wonderful restaurants/coffee shops for generously donating gift certificates for our Raffle when people shopped in our great retail stores.  Thanks to the Small Business Association and our retailers for staying open and for your support.

    Thanks to Pan Tran for bringing a second bus in the middle of the event to transport our visitors from the University’s parking lots. Thanks to our beer distributors for replenishing us when running out (never happened before) in the middle of the day. Great companies to work with!

   The Shepherdstown Fire Department for parking a squad for half of the day.

    Thanks to Jong Hap Mu Sool Martial Arts School for their demonstration and to Mark Cucuzzella for his talk on healthy running and walking.

    The band line up this year was the best ever. Our Main Stage bands were so good, kicking of the day was Moondog Medicine show, followed by, The Golden Butter Band, The Fox hunt, Holy Ghost Revival and Paul Pfau and The Dimestore Band.

   Our Second Stage bands kept the crowd entertained behind the Library.  Thanks to the Gypsy Ramblers, Bob Keel and the Aveys, Todd Coyle and the Dan Tait Trio.

   Thanks to all of our artisans, non-profits and informational vendors who participated this year-hope to see you back next year!   Thanks to all of our food vendors in our Food Court (many of which sold out). Thanks to many of the restaurants for serving food outside-again, many sold out!

   Thank you so much to everyone who came from Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Frederick, Hagerstown and Winchester and our local jurisdictions to check out Shepherdstown, shop at our stores, stop by the vendors, eat at our restaurants, and have a beer or glass of wine and listen to some great music! Everyone was so great about throwing their trash and recycling in the designated containers, it made our after event clean up so much faster. The mood was positive throughout the day and it showed in the people on the street. We are so grateful for the weather-amazing day!

   Most of all, I’d like to thank the good people of Shepherdstown for extending a warm welcome to our visitors and allowing us to put on a great festival to showcase our town that we love.

See you next year! Only 368 more days…

Lori Robertson,

SSF President

